Catalytic antibodies: generation, nature, and possible role as chemical warfare scavengers.
Nearly three decades have passed since the idea was proposed that antibodies may provide catalytic activity as enzymes. Since then the term "catalytic antibodies" has gained more and more popularity. Numerous antibodies enhancing the rate of reactions have been described. This review will address the basic biological considerations involved in the genesis of catalytic antibodies and explore their possible role in the future providing protection in chemical warfare.